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A SERMON, 
BY J. H., BUGBEE. 


« Endeavoring to keep the unity of the #pirit in the 
bonds of peace.'—EPHESIANS iv : 3. 


'zrn0LD*—aagid the inspired Psalmist— how good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity.” And never did the harp of Israel 
gend forth a 8weeter or 8ublimer strain. To this 
. gentiment every heart 8usceptible of moral feeling 
cordially responds. For, what more engaging 
and captivating scene can be imagined, than a 
peaceful and happy community ! "The 80ul kindles 
at the thought with unearthly emotions; and as | 
it gazes upon the vision of human perfection and | 
bliss which rises before 1t— rejoices with joy un- 
gpeakable and full of glory ” ; 
* But where &hall we look for such a delightful 
ene ? | Where, on this habitable globe, does the 
- perfection to which human nature is capable of| 
attaining - display its unrivalled beauties? 'To 
what denomination, or sect, or 8ociety of men, 
Shall I refer my hearers, for an exhibition of the 
8entiment of brotherly love—whose interests are 
' reciprocal—and whose thoughts, feelings, and ac- 
' tions have but one origin, and flow on in the 
8me channel? It is with 8orrow that I say, that | 
| know of no '8uch order of men: history in its 
vide range gives me no information on this 8ub-| 
Ject—no evidence to convince me that guch a 80- 
ciety ever existed on this terrestrial 8cene. 

If we were to look any where on earth for a 
State of 8ociety thus pure, exalted and y, it 
would be in those lands on which the light of 
christianity has darted its vivifying and peaceful 
rays. It would be—not among a people, born and; 
educated in the poisoned atmosphere of « barbar- 
ous and cruel religion—but among those who 
vere born and nurtured under the mild, and 8oft- 
ening, and purifying beams of - impartial. 
Here, Judging from the nature and 8pirit o 
lanity, we might expect to find the 
ture of' a happy 8ociety. Here—if. 
know that the reverse was the fac 
expect to 8ee human-nature 1 | 
and approaching to something like that 
to which it is. capable. of attaining on 
-  nen we were permitted to gaze on & commn 

_ | highly favored, we should anticipate, * 
| ng, how 
brethren to dwell together in unity.” 

But do we' 8ee any thing like this, when we 

the christian world? No. Instesd of uni- 
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thing, but cultivate kind. 
gether in love. Were we to form an 
christianity from the conduct of those who profees 
to cherish its principles, we should m—_— 
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We behold it eut and parties, which, 
like the Jews and s, have no friendly 
intercourse one with another. And even those, 
who unite under one name, and Ss the 8ame 
faith, and the 8ame hope, cannot manage to live 
ity and peace ! — nyys anfw-ry 

a 8ociety urch in the land, 
| which is not aff- 

. 7 or foul 
any thing and every 
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vide—then eubdivide ; do 


it was a religion of contention, hatred 
And though this would be the only conclusion 


which we could draw from the character and con- 


duct of the christian world, still it would be false. 

Christianity, you well know, 1s a religion of 
love: its 8pirit is love, impartial love; and its 
fruits, its only legitimate fruits, are peace and 
good will. Its illustrious Author was announced 
in prophetic language as the *everlasting Father, 
the Prince of peace.” And when his birth was pro- 


claimed, celestial s8ongsters 8wept their golden 


lyres, and in etrains unheard before, sung,— 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good will to men” 

It cannot be necessary for me to Iabor to prove 
to this enlightened auditory, that unity and peace 
are warmly and repeatedly inculcated in the gos-. 
pel of our Savior. - Every man, uainted with 
the scriptures, knows this to be the fact. The fol- 
lowing, among numerous other texts of scripture 
of a similar character, will be | for my 
purpose. Our Savior's inimitable Ser: on the 
mount contains the following sentence. * Bleszed 
are the peace-makers ; for they shall be called the 
children of God.” Here, the 8ons of peace are 
happy, and are distinguish 
clamorous aud contentious, by the ghe 
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These contentions. which: we: witness- among 
avowed christians are not the fruits of christianity. 
They flow. from a bitter fountain, 'They are the 
legitimate offspring of false *and barbarous sys- 
tems- of- religion. -— For the -gospel is a spirit of 
pure .and/impartial love ; and. is on: earth peace 
and good will to.men-. There is no. hatred 
in-its constitution. - It -is * first,,-pure, then peace- 
able, gentle,-easy. to be entreated, full of mercy 
and good fruits, without partiality and without hy- 
pocrisy.'. When christians hate and eppose each 
other, they are. not,,acting .on the. principle of 
christianity ;. they-are poramed by the wisdom 
from beneath ;;*-which is., earthly, sensual and 
devlish.' - It is error—it is false religion, which 
8catters*the firebrands of disunion and the arrows 
of death among men. . And I believe I may safe- 
ly 8ay, that where there is the most envy, bitter- 

88, hatred and disunion, there 1s the most cor- 

10n; the -most false religion. Por it requires 
no argument toshow that 'those who are most con- 
tentious are the farthest from the spirit of uncor- 
rupted christianity. 

'But it is time that our attention should be direct- 
ed to & more particular consideration of the text. 
* Endeavoring to keep the unity of the spirit in the 
bonds of peace.' 'The church to whom these 
words were primanly addressed, was composed, it 
18-thought,.of conyerts from the Jewish and Gen- 
tile religions. | And hence, there doubtless ex- 
isted many causes.. of . contention. ''The Jew, 
though a convert to the gospel, would often think 
of the services which he performed under the Mo- 
SQIC institution ;- and attaching an undue -impor- 
tance |to- those rites would be envious that the 
Gentiles were: admitted to equal privileges with 
himself, without first enduring the, yoke and bur- 
den of the-law. : Under these circumstances, the 
apostle felt it important to admonish*them of the 
s1n which 80 easily beset them, and exhort them 
to cultivate 8entiments of union and love. I be- 
8eech you, .he 8ays, © that ye walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith ye-are called, with all lowli- 
ness and. meekness, with long-suffering, forbear- 
ing one another in love; endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the-gpirit inthe bonds of peace.” But as 
this exhortation embraces matter of deep interest 
to christians .1n every age, I shall feel myself at 
liberty-to appropriate it to the present condition 
of the church. If there ever was a time when 
christians, required to be exhorted to unity and 
peace, . it 18.8nrely the present. Look where we 
will, and- we behold contention, disunion, - and 
strife. But it is to Universalists, to the friends of 
God's unpartial grace, that I would apply this 8ub- 
Ject.. I cannot tell how others may view it—but 
to me it is quite evident, that there is a want of 
unity and- christian charity in the order to which 
we belong. , Such.are our own circumstances, as 
a ay cog ty the peculiar character of 
our faith—such the high object at which we ain— 
and guch the responsibilities devolving . upon. us, 
in-our individual and collective . capacity, that we 
require frequent admonitions to be faithful to our- 

gelves, our fellow men, and.our God. 
If any men on earth ought to endeayor to keep 
the unity of the 8pirit in the-bond of peace, they 
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of uftivergal love. They arg thooe fwſho Id' and 
ron js. infinite ri . of Us good- 


ness, and its final and-complete-trinmphrover-sjn, 
and gorrow and: death. - On . the denomination of 
UniversaliSts rests the high responsibilities of 
exempliſying the spirit of christian philanthropy 
and love. It is for them to develope the unrival. 
led beauties and excellencies of primitive-chrig- 
tianity 5 and to exhibit their 8uperiority over the 
awkward, and unlovely and worthless' theories of 
human invention. It 1s for them to bring-out and 
put in operation « new moral power—the power of 
eternal truth and infinite love ; and to s8upply men 
with purer, higher, and nobler principles of moral 
action. We aim 'at nothing less than to change 
the entire aspect of the moral world. Nothing 
short of a complete revolution in the views and 
feelings and actions of the world will answer the 
design and purposes of the gospel which we pro- 
fess. 

And how, are we to discharge these great du- : 
ties, if we do not keep the unity of the spirit in. 
the bond of peace? Without union can we ex- 
pect to-be mighty through God to the pulling down 
of strong holds, and the upturning of the #trong : 
pillars of error and superstition ? Surely we can- 
not. In all great- and important - undertakings 
union 1s indispensably necessary to ensure 8uc- 
cess. So important did our. Savior consider the | 
union of his disciples, whom he commissioned to 
preach his truth, that he made it the special b- 
Ject of 8olemn prayer. The hour of his crucific- - 
tion was at hand, when the disciples would be de- * 
prived of his counsel. * And now T am no more * 
in the world, but these are in the world, and 1. 
come to thee. Holy Father keep throngh thine * 
own name those whom thou hast given me, that: 
they may be one, as we are, Here Chriet prays 
that God. would keep in his name, or doctrine, - 
those whom he had given him—that. is to be hs 
apostles, For what purpose ? *'That they may * 
be one, as we are.” q 
But what are we to understand by the unity 
the- spirit and bond of peace ? The word unity  * 
you yery well know signifies concord, agreement, 
uniformity., In a theological sense, it means one- | 
ness of sentiment, affection, design, purpose, 
conduct, _ It has this meaning in the text. The 
unity of the 8pirit consits-in having the. same 8en- 
timent, the 8ame affection, the 8ame purpose, and 
in pursuing the 8ame course of conduct, It 188 
union of heart, of mind, and of feeling. And this 
union as we have 8een is produced by the influ 
ence of Christ's doctrine, 

With this explanation of the apostle's languag® 
before. us, we perceive that mankind are, in gel 
eral, strangers to this heavenly union. 'They el- : 
tertain different eentiments; they have different 
affections; and the consequence resulting roſ 
all this, is, they are without a bond of union. 4 
certain Scripture s2ys—* two cannot walk togetl- 
er except they be agreed.*.. *Men will not, 18, 
cannot, act in concert, who have opposite ' views 
and. feelings, and are influenced by different m0 
tives, When men are governed by the ame. 
principles, have in view the s8ame end,.and are al- 
imated by a kindred spirit, they will then act 
perfect harmony. | Here, alse will be that bond 0 
peace of which the apostle speaks; for whe 


are guxely those who profess a belief in the gospel 


there is unanimity of sentiment and affection the 
| must be peace, To realize the full meaning ane 
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force of this nw exhortation, imagine to 
- yourselves, my brethren, a human community uni- 
ted in the 8ilken chain of the purest friendship ; 
who worehip one common Father ; who have the 
ane faith ; and where each is governed by the 
sacred injunction—* all things whatsoever ye 
would that men 8hould do to you, do ye even 80 
to them.” - 

Such is my view of what-the apostle denomi- 
nates the *unity of the spirit and the bond of peace.” 
This union means 'something more than merely 
coming together in one place for 'the worship' of 
God. It is not an external concern—a combina- 
tion of numbers; an/as8emblage of men and wo- 
men of different sentiments and affections. Tt is 
a union of mind, of heart, and of s8oul. It is'a 80- 
ciety of christians who think alike on the” great 
principles of Arg ws who are animated by the 
same hope, and whose 8ouls are cemented by the 
sacred influence of brotherly affection. How hap- 
py would be the state of 8uch a community ! No 
yoice of contention would be heard among' them ; 
no cankering Jealousies, no secret enyyings, no 
lurking animosities ; but all would be unity and 
peace, harmony and love.” 

Now, the importance of this union 18s too evi- 
dent not to claim the attention of every lover of 
truth, and every friend of God's impartial grace ! 
T have 8aid—and will here repeat, that of all men, 
Universalists ought to *keep the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace.” 'They are placed-un- 
der the most 8olemn obligations to do this. Tor 
owe it to the religion which they profess; whic 
is aTeligion of peace and good will. They owe it 
to the cause in which they are engaged. Like 
the early disciples, they are surrounded by vigilant 
and powerful enemies ; who have learning and 
wealth on their 8ide ; and who will do all in their 
power to disparage our religion and obstruct its 

rogress among men ! How then, I demand, are 
Univerzalidts to meet and overcome this opposi- 
tion, that their faith may have free course and be 
glorified-—but by © endeavoring to keep the unity 
of- the 8pirit in the bond of peace?” Few are 
our numbers, and feeble our resources, com- 
pared with the numbers and resources of those 
who oppose us. Hence, the importance of a 
thorough, heartfelt union among us. For let it be 
remembered that union is strength. Tt 1s the power 
of many concentrated to a single point ; and may 
be directed to a 8ingle object. | 

Let the friends of impartial grace keep this 
unity of the epirit, and their cause will advance. 
Let them concentrate their intellectual and mora] 
resources ; let ther banish from among them all 
8ecret jealousies and party animosities, and keep 
the oneness” of the faith which they profess, and 
they will wield a moral pgyer which no obstacle 
on earth ean resist, For ters is nothing wanting 
to render our- doctrine lovely in the eyes of the 
world, but the exhibition of its moral influence in 
the characters of those who are its disciples. And 
this is all that is wanting to ensure its speedy and 
complete triumph over all the systems of human 
invention which prevail in the world. Let the 
conduct of Universalists be 8uch as their religion 
requires, 'and_the denomination would assume a 
new aspect. ' Then it would be 8aid of us—* Be- 
hold how'good "and how pleasant a thing it is for 
brethren” ta dwell together in unity.” "And'then' 


| 


1 
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would the "'#torin-beaten, tempest-tost s0ns of or- 


ror, who have *spent their money for that which is 
not bread, and their labor. for that which satisfieth 
not,” fly for refuge to the gospel of infinite grace, 
and * find rest for their 8ouls,? [+ 

I proceed lastly/to notice the means by which 
this unity and peace may be promoted. + Various 
expedients have: been resorted to, in order to pro- 
mote unanimity and harmony among -men ; but 
they have generally proved to be worse'than use- 
less. For the very-efforts which. have-been' used 
to induce men to hve in peace- have: often proved 
a 8word of contention and. disunion. | With a view 
to gecure this desirable. object societies, :a880Cia- 
tions, and: conventions have been organized; and 
written constitutions and laws have been adopted 
and 8ubscribed by metabers, who-by this act bind 
or pledge themselves to live -i- peace... But will 
the formation ' of - 8ocieties 8ecure the: union of 
men? Will any confederaty, how powerful soever, 
be able to unite in the bonds of peace men of dif- 
ferent views, feelings and-interests ?-.; Experience 
and history answer/ in the negatives As 800n 
might the Ethiopian change his skin and the | 
ard his 8pots.  No- power in earth or heaven | 
effect impossibilities; and we may s8afely- con- 
clude that it is impossible to effect.a permanent 
union among men whose hearts are 'disunited.  : 

Men may indeed come together and covenant to 
live in-peace, and 8acredly to respect-eacly other's 
rights ; even enemies may: do: this—but 1s this a 
unity of the spirit 2 Will-it prove a bond of peace ? 
No. It is all external—an outward concern all of 
it. - There--is-no-union- of. heart..and..mind..and 
feeling. In 8uch,a, body there may be no noise of 
war, no clashing of arms—but there will be muti- 
ny in the heart; animosities, jealousies and con- 
tentions will exist, in defiance of covenants and 
confedaracies! You cannot harmonize opposing 
interests—and the strongest instrument which it 
is in the power of human wisdom to frame, will 
not hold together for any length 'of time, men of 
different views and feelings. 'There must be a 
oneness'of mind, of spirit, of heart—or there can 
be no union. £9 > 

The apostle, in the verses followmg "the text, 
has Jaid down the true'and only efficient prineiples 
of christian union. *'There is '6ne body, and one 
sPirit, even as ye are called in one hope'of 'your 
calling ; one Lord, one faith, one baptismyone God 
and Father of all, who'is above all, and through 
all, and'in' you all.” | Were these principles gene- 
rally embraced by the' christian "world; discord 
would cease, and the' golden 'bond of love would 
once WES i iNy4D901, 17 SUIS, TUE Bag3! 

How clear it is, that if christians' had the 8ame 
Spirit, hope; Lord, faith, baptism ;' and worshipped 
the 8ame Father—they would Hve- together hke 
brethren. ' Here would be a unity of the 8pirit, in 
the bonds of peace. Here we'should 8ee what it 
is for human beings to be 'of one heart and one 
mind. Here would be a spectacle'at which angels 
might rejoice; for the hymn which' they sang- at 
the birth of the Savior, © on/ earth peace-and good 
will to men,” would have its entire fulfilment?! © 

- But without this oneness of 'sentiment and feel- 

ing, there can be no ' permanent union 'among 
men. T admit that” men of views may 
unite—may form a 8ocial c et; and covenant to 
act in concert. Even 'enemig' have done this.— 
Pilate and Herod could unite” when Christ was to 
be crucified. Two thristian gects' may- unite and 
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concentrate their energies in order to overthrow 
a third. Or, as is often the case, different de- 
nominations may unite for the purpose of produc- 
ing what is called religious revivals. But such 
They are founded on 

interests; and the 

| them at pleas- 

. Vain then will be the npt- to unite men 

in the bonds of peace upon any other foundatron 
than thatmentioned by the apostle. Let christians 
realize the great truth that one 1s their Father, ev- 
en God—that .one is their Master, even Christ— 
and that all are brethren, and they will hve in 
peace and unity, without the aid of covenants. Let 
there be one 8pirit, one faith, one hope, and there 
would be the same divine harmony in the moral, 
as there is.in the physical universe. The only ele- 
ments of &g*permanent union are the immutable 
laws of truth and love. I am a friend of union and 
peace. Of contention, discord and ill-will, I have 
geen and heard enough. And it is my ardent 
prayer to God, that time may be hastened 
_ all shall know the Lord, and when every son 
dau r of man shall be united in the bond of 


e. | 

Fi thoge who adore God as the common Fath- 
er and Friend of man, walk worthy of their high 
and heavenly vocation. Let them practice the re- 
ligion which they profess. Let them live like 
brethren—* endeavoring to keep the. unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace, And the God of 
peace will bless them with life evermore. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


[For the Universalist.] 


A GLANCE AT THE PAST.—No. I. 


In the journey of human life many incidents oc- 
cur which, _—_— exceedingly trivial in them- 
8elves, are capable of being turned to important, 
practical uses. Who can compute the amount of 
benefits which has resulted to the community 
from Franklin's imple, but pithy story of —The 
Whistle. The wn gncnbly more in number than 
can be coun greater in 8um than can be 
conceived.  'Thesubject of the tale, in itself con- 
81 was & mere trifle—a child's whistle ; but 
in the magic band of this master-spirit of his age, 
this on Sy whose penetration and discern- 
ment d make every thing which fell in his 
vas gubserve a yaluable pnrpose, in his hand, this 
little affair became the medium of grave instruc- 
tion to thousands in every department of human 
traffiic and intercourse; and it will undoubted] 
ine ng lips off worcing Foens ee even oh 

e. zpse of coming even ON 
gp A more labored A gn ho. 248: bo 
tions have become obsolete and their contents are 
utterly en. It is one of the chief excellen- 
ces of this little piece, 'that it inculcates the 
great duties of religion and morality in a most 
Hoy. + ppany yl z felicity and power pecu- 

to itself, and which very merely human 
productions; could ever boast. In the hands of 
the divine, the moralist, the statesman, the phil- 
ogopher, or the more humble individual in private 
life, it is equally appropriate, and excelled by noth- 
oy $1ZO as 6ony proctient text- 

he circumstance which I am about to mention 
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is as trifling in itself, as was Franklin's: purchage 
of the whistle z and though I haye no expectation 
of coming up to the sage philogopher, nor scarce- 
ly within 8ight of him, in the practical uses which 
7 8hall attempt to make of it, 1t may, I apprehend, 
afford some entertaining and valuable reflections, 
At any rate, its relation will occupy but little room 
in the paper, and of course but little can be lost, 
if nothing be gained, by its: ingertion. It is the 
following. 

A 8hort time before I commenced a. course of 
academical studies, I became & firm and zealous 
believer in the doctrine of universal salvation, 
Naturally possessed of a fervid, resolute and per. 
severing temperament, . I entered into the faith 
and Fre ea of this 8pirit-stiring and absorbing 
sentiment with all the ardor and confidence of my 
heart. Calvinism was the doctrine in which I had 
been educated, and for which I had felt a sincere 
veneration from the age of twelve or thirteen, and 
I was now past s8eventeen. I had once: heard a 
Universalist preach, and with as cordial contempt 
and detestation as any little bigot ever did. Five © 
years had now rolled away, and this fearful ber- 
esy had obtained no hold upon my credence ; but at 
a moment utterly unexpected the conviction of its _ 
truth burst upon me as in the full glare of a meri- 
dian gun. I could not resist it. 1 could not find 
within me an inclination to resist it. I was filled 
and overpowered with emotions of triumph and 
bliss. All within the reach of my eye was bnil- 
liancy and beauty and loveliness. There was not 
a cloud, nor & dark spot in the wide world, nor 
even in the boundless universe itself. Above, be- 
neath, around and within me, all was light and 
life and glory, or at least 8eemed to be. 'This 8ud- 
den change in my, views and feelings was over- 
powering. It filled me with ecstacy. Luke- 
warmness, nor aught like iudifference was in me, 
My 80ul was all on fire, and glowed with an in- - 
tensity which no language can describe. I was 
hurried about by an enthusiasm as nearly bound- 
less as the humble capacities of my young nature 
could admit; and it burst forth in flaming periods 
whenever I 8poke, and this was almost incessant- 
ly, for I rarely could command power 80 far to con- 
trol the raptures which. thrilled through my bosom 
as to enable me to hold my tongue. 

Whether the company were old or young, grave 
or gay, they 8eemed to. be exactly the right sort, 
that precisely the proper time and place, and 1 was 
always ready and ripe for an argument on the truth 
of the doctrine of universal salvation,.'This was my 
theme at home and abroad, by night and by day. 
Indeed after this great truth was a.” to me, 
8everal days and nights transpired before 1I felt 
the least inclination to MP. My whole 8ystem 
and every thing else seemed to have undergone 8 
wonderful transformation ; and I was breathi 
and 8wimming in a 8ort_ of subtile, immortalize 
atmosphere which rendered sleep unnecessary.— 
Conflict after conflict was encountered. Every 
one was attacked who fell in my way. I was nev- 
er embarrassed for want of an argument, or & m8- 
terial for illustration, 'The Bible, the world, and 
every being and object around me were, or ap” 
peared to be, full of proofs and illustrations of | 
truth of this most glorious part of God's counse], 
It was a most felicitous circumetauce in my case 2: 
at this time that I knew every thing. The roll of 
thirty-three years has weatsd away & large ahare 


of the immense 8tock of knowledge which I had 
then luckily grasped and was generously using 
for the edification of the world. 'The whole story 
of redemption by the blood of the cross was from 
beginning to end perfectly familiar tome. 'There 
was nothing too knotty to be unravelled, nor too 
abstruse to be rendered plain. 'The hardest and 
most inexplicable parts of the Bible I could mellow 
down and simplify with a few strokes of a loqua- 
cious lip. I feared the strength of no polemic, but 
grappled every one who chanced to come in contact 
with me. Nothing was relished with a keener zest 
than to fall in with members of partialist churches; 
and egpecially with the more popular Limitarian 
clergy. They appeared like mere playthings—a 
feeble race which could be silenced at once by 
the number and power of the arguments which I 
always had at command. Indeed, 80 fervid and 
confident, were my feelings at this time, that it 
really geemed, that, could the inhabitants of the 
whole world be before me, I could, in a 
few moments, convince them all of the truth of 
the doctrine I had embraced. 
In this s8tate of mind 1 became, in the autumn 
following my conversion, a pupil in the Academy 
at C——&0, in the state of N. H. which was then 
under the care of a Mr. L. J. a deservedly popu- 
lar preceptor, Though of a peculiarly mild and 
even bashful disposition, he was one of, the most 
perfect disciplinarians and 8uccessful instructers I 
ever knew, There was a winning majesty in his 
half-zubdued 8mile, and & modest dignity in his 
demeanor before which every student stood in 
awe, and which never failed to command entire 
—__ and wt hopereten —_— . was & devout 
and most exem memver e congregation- 
al church in that place. His head was thorough- 
ly orthodox; but his heart deeply imbued with the 
| 20G and compassionate spirit of the great 
agter of christians. Rancorous feelings dis- 
turbed not the equanimity- of his temper. His 
kindness and order 6 ouſge. ok were ever-enduring. 
They were probably in some measure a constitu- 
tional endowment, and by 1o 
had grown into a o_ an 
$pirit of illiberality, or bi , or 8ectarian pro- 
&ription rankted not in his breast. There was 
the s8eat of s8ympathies and affections widely at 
odds with the 8peculations and deductions of his 
ntellects, Thege were the natural results of his 
religious education, and thoge, of the grace of 
God upon his heart. Those who attended upon 
his instructions were, as he well knew, of differ- 
ent, and highly conflicting religious 8entiments ; 
but in his treatment of them he was, in an honor- 
able sense- of the term, a strictly practical Uni- 
'erzalist. During 8everal years attendance upon 
his tuition I never onee heard the charge of par- 
tlality preferred against this excellent man. He 
by Tees, GO called to his final rest amid the 
$ 0 
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graphy, grammar &c. returned it to its author 
without an exposure to a third person. The sub- 
ject was sometimes designated by the preceptor, 
and at others, selected by the students; but how- 
ever mine came to me, or whatever it chanced to 
be, I never failed to pry open a crevice in 8ome 
part of it through which I could work in my favor- 
ite doctrine of universal 8alvation. This was al- 
ways uppermost in my thoughts; it occupied the 
highest seat in my 8oul, and it was never in a 8in- 
le composition cheated out of an open and hearty 
efence. As the 8ubjects I had to discuss were 
various, and not ta tnctind- disconnected en- 
tirely with religion in every form of it, and espe- 
cially with every thing like sectarism, this course, 
as the reader will at once perceive, often made 
me appear perfectly ndiculous. It evinced a want 
of judgment, of mental discipline, and of a becom- 
ing dignity and propriety in the management of this 
department of my studies. Wisdom would haye 
dictatated a close investigation-of the «ubject, 
whatever that might be, but by wheeling -off ina 
gort of tangent to get a blow or two at the oppo- 
8er of my creed, I, every other week, threw 'my- 
Self before my preceptor in the attitude of a young, 
impetuous, and il}-judging enthusiast. * 

y indiscretion was Fequetaty rendered til] 
more prominent by expressing myself in terms too 
general, and throwing out my sentiments in 8uch 
a form as to give them a suspicious and starthing 
appearance, especially in the eye of one who, like 
my good instructor, had but a very euperficial ac- 
quaintance with them, or with the ground upon 
which wy rested. 'To these I often added 
other equally gross improprieties. I assumed an 
air, and resorted to arguments and modes of illus- 
tration which were unbecoming my age and sta- 
tion, and which were also utterly foreign to the 
gubject upon which I had been requested to write. 
Some of these youthful] productions, as would 
naturally happen, were less objectionable than 
others. All however must pass before the scruta- 
mzing eye of the preceptor; and on comparing 
8everal of them together after this ordeal, I could 
observe a 8triking difference in their aspects. It 
was too palpable not to be perceived by the 
slightest glance of the eye. It was not only per- 
ceptible, but really startling. One would have 
but a few marks, and these 80 lightly drawn as to 
be scarcely visible ; another yould be filled with 
long black marks, impressed upon the paper with 
a heavy and obviously disapproving hand. These 
I found on examination uniformly occurred where 
the 8entiments were deemed to be false and in- 
Jurious, or the arguments weak and fallacious. 


[For the Universaliat.] 


REFLECTIONS WHILE VIEWING A GRAVE 
YARD . 


Here hes dust on dust. Active mortals, once 
they were, e88ing life, and energy, and all the 
kindred feelings of human nature. But now, in- 
animate they lie, nothing but duet, committed 
here by friends who s0o0n must come to perish 
with them, —while all creation hurries on to sleep 
the sleep of death. Hushed in eternal silence is 
each conflicting thought, —no borrowed fears or 
vain regrets, distress them now. | 

And where are their foibles? They, with their 


| in ortho- 
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origin and end in the dust. But what was there 
besides dust and corruption to form the onee ani- 
mate and breathing creature man ? Methinks it 
was the breath of *our Father who is in heaven.” 
Well, was not his breath pure? was it not holy and 
immortal? and was it not a 8pirit without blemish 7 
a tenant in a polluted house ?--and when it left 
this * earthly tabernacle,” did 3t not return to its 
Father from whom it came, to dwell with him, 
until he furnishes 1t & mansion, immortal, incor- 
ruptible, and that fadeth not away ? 

But surely nought can 8tay the ruthless power 
of death—it - bids us depart. We readily obey 
the 8ummons, and the *clods of the valley” are 
8weet, unto. us. And how often, when we are 8ur- 
rounded with every thing which makes life desira- 
ble, does the unwelcome message come, —* dust 
thou. art, and unto dust. halt thou return”. And 
we: must 8ubmit to: the * king of terrors, lie down 
in our. nothingness, and wrap 'the dust- and the 
wortns around us. 'Phere is -a pleasure in the 
thought, a melancholy one it 1s. true, that our 
mother earth grants -us a hiding place from the 
gaze of the censorious and a, releage from the 
cares of life *'There the wicked case- from troub- 
ling, .and there the weary be at rest.” | 

When we stand and gaze mournfully upon the 
destiny of mortals; when we breathe the deep 81gh, 
or let fall the tear, over the grave of a loved one, 
how welcome 1s the hope of the blessed gospel— 
of reviving existence beyond the darkness of 'the 
tomb! - But had not Christ died and rose again 
for us, and with the inspiring assurance that: we 
shall live again, redeemed us. from the 'fear of 
death ; we should lie down in 8orrow ; our hearts 
would be bowed down within us; and our holiest 
hopes. would be crushed in the dust. 'The re- 
uniting of friends, and the pleasures of -an immor- 
tal existence had never been anticipated. - The 
brightest anticipations and sublimest prospects/ of 
humanity would have perished in the grave. But 
with the sweet assurance that this corruptible shall 
put on incorruption, and that this mortal shall put 
on immortality, we can lie down in 'peace” and 
sleep in Jegus,—in the hope that we hall finally 
awake in his likeness ! S.'B. I.” 


Plymouth Jan. 1833. 


THE GLEANER., 


—— 


$0. 
[From the Magazine and Advocate.] 


HOW STRANGE IT IS. 

© How 8trange it is,' said a pions mother in Is- 
rael, a few days 'since, to one of her neighbors, 
whom $she supposed to be somewhat inclined to 
heresy, *how. strange it 1s,: that any. body can be- 
lieve Universaligm—a.doctrine 80 absurd, 80 in- 
consistent - with: the; Bible, : and with : common 
gense” * Why madam,” 8aid the good-natured 
neighbor, *do! you know. what - that doctrine'is— 
did you ever-read the writings of its advocates?” 
©La me! no, 1 wouldnt hear a Universalist preach 
for'the world—] should think it would be commit- 
ting the unpardonable sin: and as to reading their 
writings, I would not be guilty of it for any con- 
8ideration—could IT. find 'one of their books;'T 
would: -mstantly commit it to the flames; just as 
God will hereafter. commit to the flames of hell: all 
who have the hardihood to maintain '80 wicked a 


: 


heresy.” © * Are you not hasty and- even” rash, 'to 
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condemn them without a hearing 2 Solomon gay 
© he that answereth a matter before he heareth it, 
it is folly and shame unto him.* Do you not be. 
lieve that God is good, even *good unto all, and 
his tender mercies are overall his works'—that he 
is infinitely wise and powerful, doing 'all his plea. 
gure, and that he is immutable, without variation 
or shadow of turning 2 '*Most certainly, for the 
Bible declares he js,” * Well madam, 'this' being 
the case, how strange it is, that 'you can beljeye 
your - kind, gracious, ''and infinitely good God 
$hould doom a large portion-of his offspring to the 
unending torments' of hell !' How strange it is, 
that a God of infinite wisdom .and power, shoul( 
either be disappointedin his'plans, defeated in his 
purposes, frustrated in his hes, Jaap Ns 8uccessfully 
foiled, by-any opposing power! '' How' strange it 
is, that an immutable God, 'who'is now good and 
merciful to all, -should .hereafter: change and be. 
come the most implacable foe that we can possi- 
bly conceive, insomuch that the pains, and groang, 
and endless cries of the despairing souls of his own 
children, will be viewed with infinite delight by 
this 8ame unchangeable God ks: Of all the strange 
things in nature, it 'is "to' me the moet strange, 
that people of sense- on all-other 8ubjects can 
swallow down '8uch dogmas' as FOE beheve, and : 
call them” good and consistent! Universaliem, 
ignorant of it as you confess yourself to be, can- 
not appear 80 strange to you as yours and the 
3 og doctrines do to me. 1 

Thus it-is; people will pronounce a doctrine 
strange and inconsistent, while they confess them- 
8elves tobe totally ignorant of it, and refuse to in- 
vestigate it, and when, -in fact, it is the” only doe- 
trine 'consistent with common sense, or even with | 
what they acknowledge to be the attributes 
the Deity. - At the same time they will adopt and 
8eek to: maintain a doctrine at war with ever 
dictate of reason, every-impulse of the beney6 
lence of their own hearts, every sentiment of the 
Bible, which they profess to take as theirrulea: 
faith, and every- perfection which they ascribe th 
the Divine being ?- 'How 8trange it is, but noles. 


true than strange, that any body can believe in 


the popular doctrine of endless migery ! s, 


[From Buck's Theological Dictionary. ] 


JESUITS, OR THE' SOCIETY OF JESUS. 


Progress of their Power and of their Inf 
ence.—As it was the professed intention of this 
order to labor with unwearied 'zeal in promoting 
the 8alvation of men, this engaged them, of cour®, 
in many active functions. Prot m their first ins 
tation, they considered the'education of youth 8. 
their peculiar province ; they aimed' at being pF 
itual guides and confessors ; 'they preached itt; 
quently, in order to instruct the people ; they 
out as' misslonaries to conyert unbelieving nations 
Before the expiration of the sixteenth centir) 
they had obtained the chief: direction of the edt} 
cation of youth in'eyery Catholic' country in 
rope. They had become the confessors of almos 
all its monarchs; a function of no small importanee 
in any reign, but, "under a weak prince, 8upenl 
to that of Tainister. They were the spirit 
guides of /alrmost (every person Soak nt for Tal 
or power: "they posses8ed the highe t OB 
confidence erest with "the" papel coll 
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t w 85ed,”at different periods,” the | throughout their dominions. As all these precau- 
direction of . the/most  congiderable courts in Eu- | tions, without military force,” would have been in- 
rope; they mingled in all affairs, and took part | sufficient to have rendered their empire secure 
in every intrigue and revolution. But while they | and permanent, they'instructed their" subjects in 
thus advanced in power, they increased also in | the European art of war, and formed them into 
wealth: various'expedients were devised for elu- | bodies completely armed, and well disciplined. 
ding the obligation”of" the vow 'of poverty, Be- 
Sides the gources of' wealth” common to all the CHRISTIAN KINDNESS, 
regular clergy, the- Jesuits' possessed one which | What a fascinating. character is the man of dis- 
was peculiar to themselves.' Under 'the pretext tinguished kindness ! He 18s invested with inde- 
of promoting the 8uccess of their missions, and of | SCr ibable loveliness ; he may not have the glory in 
facilitating the support of their misslonaries, they which the hero, the patriot, or the martyr is en- 
obtained a special license from the court of Rome, | $hrined ; but he 1s adorned in no common degree 
io'trade with the nations which they labored to | with the beauties of holiness. He carries about, 
convert: in consequence of this, they engaged in | with hum the majesty of goodness, if not the do- 
an extensive and lucrative. commerce, both in the | minion of greatness. 'The light of his counte- 
Fast and West Indies; they opened warehouses | ance is the warm sunshine, to which the spirits 
in different parts of Europe, in which they vended | of grief repair from their dark retreats, to bask in 
their commodities. Not satisfied with trade | ts glow ; and his gentle words are like soft mel- 
alone, they imitated the examples of other com- ody to chase away the evil thoughts, from the 
mercial societies, and aimed at-obtaining settle- | dosom of melancholy and to hush to peace the 
ments. 'They acquired possession, accordingly, troubled reflections of the distempered mind. As 
of the large and fertile province of Paraguay, he moves along his career, distributing the unex- 
which stretches across the southern continent, of | P*nsIve but efficient expressons of his regard, it 
America, from the bottom of the mountains of Po- | 1s amidst the blessings of those that are ready to 
tosi to the confines of the Spanish and Portuguese | Perish, and the notes of the widow's heart which 
xttlements on the banks' of the river De la Plata, | has turned to joy. When he comes unexpect- 
Here, indeed, it must. be confessed, they were. of edly into a company of his friends every coun- 
zervice ; they found the inhabitants in a-state little | tenance puts on an appearance of complacency ; 
different from that which takes place among men | 22d it 8eems as if a good genius had come among 
when they first begin to unite together; 8trangers them to bless the party. As he looks around on the 
to the arts : 8ubs1sting precariously by huntin Or circle with a smile of beneficence that has found 
fighing : and hardly acquainted with "the - first | abiding place upon his brow, he presents the 
principles of 8ubordination and goyernment. The brightest resemblance to be found in our selfish 
Jeguits 8et themselves to instruct "and civilize | World of the entrance of our Savior among his 
these 8ayages; they taught them to cultivate the disciples, when he said *Peace be unto you!” and 
ground, build houses, and brought them to live | breathed upon them the Holy Ghost. Although 
| together in villages, &c.. They made them taste he neither seeks nor wishes an equiyalent, in re- 
<the 8weets of .society, and trained them to arts | turn for his many acts of benevolence, his gentle 
Zand- manufacture... Such was their: power over | SPIrit receives back, in a full tide, the streams of 
=them, that a few Jesuits presided over 8ome hun- consolation which had ebbed from his own heart 
"#ed thousand. Indians. But even in this merito-/| to fill the empty channels of his neighbor's happi- 
rious effort of the Jesuitsfor the good of mankind, | 2288. Who can be unkind to him, who is 80 kind 
the genius and spirit of their order are discerni- | © all? What heart 1s 80 hard, what mind is 80 
ble : they plainly aimed at establishing in Para- | cruel, what spirit is 80 diabolical as to wound him, 
guay an independent empire, subject.to the society who never appears among his race but as a minis- 
alone, and which, by the superior. excellence, of tering angel? 'There is a magic in his tears, to 
its constitution and police, could scarcely have melt to 8ympathy the stubborn_ soul of cruelty it- 
failed to extend its Cominion over all the southern elf, which has a tear for no one else: and no less 
continent of America... With this view, in order | % Magic in his smiles, 80 far as to reiax and 80ften 
to prevent, the Spaniards or Portuguese in the the hard features of envy, ag to reflect for a mo- 
adjacent gettlements, from acquiring: any danger- | Ment the sunshine of his joy. While he lives, 
ous influence over the people within the limits of | ©Very man 1s his admirer; and when he dies, 
the province subject to the society, the Jesuits | ©VeTy man 18 his mourner; while he is on earth, 
endeayored to. inspire the Indians with hatred and his name has a home in every heart; and when 
contempt of these: nations: they cut. of all inter- he 18 gone, he has a monument in every memory ; 
courge between their subjects and the Spanish or and this is the description of his character—the 
Portuguese 8ettlements. When they.were oblig- record of his praise ;—LOVE 18 KIND. 


ed to admit any person In a public character = 
bow the wag goverinanta, 1090 not | 1, THe oodnees of Goa Þ indlopatbly aqui to 


permit him to have any conversation with their | ;-* , . 
Subjects » : _ [is cunning; power without goodness is despotism. 
Ha ws and no-Indian. was allowed even. to en-| 4 -. almighty ind alli end thereiee inf- 


nitely good. 


Female loveliness cannot be clothed in amore 
pleasing garb than that of knowledge. A female 
thus arrayed, is one of the most interesting objects 
of creation, Every eye rests upon her with plea- 
Sure, the learned and the wise of the opposite 8ex 
0 Ee n delight in her society, and affix to her character 
bored to make» that the wal respect and veneration. | | 
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[For the Universalist.] 


SERENADE. 


'The tears of heaven are falling 
Upon the thirsty flowers, 

And fairy voices calling 
Out from tbe rosy bowers ; 

The leaves are sleeping, 
And silently lie, 

And the warchſul stars are keeping 
Their vigils on high. 


The ocean waves are eighing 
To leave the golden lors, 
And fleecy clouds are flyin 
The midnight breeze belore ; 
Faint flashes are sweeping 
Up the northern sky, . 
And the watchful stars are keeping 
Their vigils on high. / 


'Then rest, ye 8ad and weary ; 

Ye np. gen of a dny; 
- Though the path be dark and dreary, 
Ye can dream your woes away ; 

For over ye sleeping, 
God's power watches nigh ; 

And his holy stars are keeping , 
Their vigils on high. S. F. $. 


[For the Universalist.] 


INVOCATION. 


Jesus ! friend of human kind, 
Thou, my Savior and my Lord; 

Deign my every thought to bind 
By thy 8pirit's silken cord. 


Oh ! how languid is my love— 

Oh ! how weak my praise to thee : 
Let thy spirit from above 

Rest upon and dwell with me. 


Jesus ! do thy grace bestow 
On this benighted mind; 
Thy love can cause my 80ul to glow 
ith bliss of heavenly kind. 


To thee F'll raise my feeble voice, 
On thee for aid I'll call— 
Till thou sbalt bid my s0ul rejoice, 
Jezus, thou Lord of all. _, G. W. 8. 


$5: We regret that J. H. B.*'s communication did not 
reach us in season for the present No. It shall appear in 
the wrt He is pon a ed by the Dire 18 puns 
tually published at time i irectors, 
promptly directed to each thu gre If there be any ir- 
regularity in the reception of the numbers, it is 
to those whose duty it is to-convey them. We are 
in being able to state that but two or three complaints of 
the kind bave occurred for many weeks. Every practica- 
ble measure will be used to prevent a repetition of them 
im fature. ED, 


—— 
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Book ; containing the first principles of Orthogra o. | 
Pronunciation on the | in the National Spelling | 
Book, calculated for beginners. 

Webster's New Spelling Book. 

Alger*s Perry's Spelling Book. 

Pi 's Reading Books. 1. The American Firg- 
Class Book, or Exereises in Reading and Recitation, de- 
8igned for the use of the highest Class in Schools. 

2. The National Reader, being a gelection of exer- | 
cises in Reading and Speaking. + | 

3. Introduction to the National Reader, a election 
of Easy Less0ns. s 

Elements of English Grammar : With Progreziit 
Exercises in Parsing. By John Frost, late Principal of 
the Mayhew Grammar School, Boston. 

Worcester's Second Book. A Second Book for 
Reading and Spelling, By Samuel Worceater, author of x 
Primer for Schools. | | 

Blake's Geography. A G for Children; 


with Eight wa I Maps and 'Thirty-Nine Woot 
Cuts. By Rev. J. L. Blake, author of several Po 
School Books, 


Walsh's Arithmetic. "The" Mercantile Arithmetic: 
apted to the Commerce of the U. 8. in its domestic 
foreign relations : with an Appendix, containing Pract 
Systems of Mensuration, Gauging, and a new and improw 
a System of Book-k -— new edition, revised ant 
enlarged. By Michael , A: M. t: 


Lectures on School Keeping. By Samuel R. Halt 
Lectures to Female Teachers, By 8. R. Hall. 
Practical and Mental Arithmetic, on a new plat. 
. By R. C. Smith | 
Goodrich's A Higtory of the U.S. 
of America. By Rev. C. A. Goodrich. 

NEW WORK. 


— 


—ALSO— : a 
A Complete Set of the Universalist Magazine in). 
vols. Edited by'H. Ballou. For sale as above. | 


A new supply of Petitpierre on Divine Goodness, fe 
sale by B. B. MUSSEY. 
Jan. 6, 1833 N 29. Corob 


CHRISTIAN WORSHIP ULTIMATELY UNIVERS 
JUST Publizhedand for saleat the Office of the Unif 
\\ Saliet, oh tron; Delivered at the Dedication of 


nc. 4 Mass. | JEC 
Paator. 


